AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus comprising: 
a terminal having bi-directional voice capabilities including a user 
dependent speech recognition functionality for converting user speech to a 
digital format and a text-to-speech functionality for converting data in a 
digital format into audio signals to be played to a user ; 

a peripheral device for coupling to the terminal and having at least 
one line for directing audio signals to the terminal; 

the peripheral device configured to forward a characterizing signal 
for a particular user on the at least one line to the terminal, the user 
characterizing signal associated with aft one or more user-specific 
operational parameters of the terminal; 

the terminal oporab l o for configured for receiving the user 
characterizing signal and then configuring the bi-directional voice 
capabilities of the terminal using the one or more user-specific operational 
parameters, that are according to tho oporat i ona l parameter associated 
with the characterizing signal that i s forwarded by tho por i phora l dov i co ; 

the user-specific operational parameters including at least one of 
voice templates for speech recognition and text-to-speech preferences for 
the user . 

2. (CANCELLED) 

3 



3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the characterizing signal is associated with at least one of a particular use, 
a particular user, a particular user u se group and a particular location. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the characterizing signal is reflective of aft a user ID of the peripheral 
device. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the characterizing 
signal is an audio signal. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the terminal 
includes frequency analysis circuitry for processing the characterizing 
signal. 

7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the characterizing 
signal is one of a DTMF tone and a PWM stream. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device is a headset having a microphone and a microphone line, the 
characterizing signal being forwarded on the microphone line. 
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10. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device includes a tone generator for generating audio tones to form the 
characterizing signal. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device is configured to automatically forward the characterizing signal to 
the terminal when it is coupled to the terminal. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device has an input, the peripheral device forwarding the characterizing 
signal to the terminal when the input is engaged. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device includes circuitry for generating the characterizing signal, the 
circuitry being powered by the terminal. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
device includes circuitry for generating the characterizing signal, the 
circuitry being powered by a battery source in the peripheral device. 
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1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
operational parameters for the terminal are stored in memory, the terminal 
operable for accessing the memory using the characterizing signal 
received from the peripheral device . 



1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the operational parameters are stored in a menu, the terminal operable for 
accessing the menu based upon the characterizing parameter to obtain 
the one or more user-specific operational parameters . 



17. (CANCELLED) 



1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
said terminal is configured for coupling with multiple different peripheral 
devices for multiple different users , the terminal being configurable to 
operate with multiple user-specific operational parameters associated with 
the por i phora l dov i co characterizing signals of the multiple different 
peripheral devices. 
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19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal for communicating 
with a peripheral device which has a line for sending audio signals, the 
terminal comprising: 

circuitry for implementing bi-directional voice capabilities including a 
user dependent speech recognition functionality for converting user 
speech to a digital format and a text-to-speech functionality for converting 
data in a digital format into audio signals to be played to a user ; 

circuitry configured to read oporab l o for read i ng a characterizing 
signal from the audio signal line of a peripheral device , the characterizing 
signal being associated with a particular user and also being associated 
with one or more user-specific operational parameters of the terminal ; 

the terminal oporab l o for conf i gur i ng responsive to configure the bi- 
directional voice capabilities of the terminal accord i ng to an using the one 
or more user-specific operational parameters associated with the 
characterizing s i gna l that i s forwarded by tho por i phora l dov i co ; 

the user-specific operational parameters including at least one of 
voice templates for speech recognition and text-to-speech preferences for 
the user . 

20. (CANCELLED) 



21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The terminal of claim [[20]] 19 
wherein the operational parameters for the terminal are +s stored in 
memory which is accessed accord i ng to using the characterizing signal. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The terminal of claim 1 9 wherein 
the characterizing signal is reflective of aft a user ID of the peripheral 
device. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The terminal of claim 19 including frequency analysis 
circuitry operable for processing the characterizing signal. 

24. (CANCELLED) 

25. (ORIGINAL) The terminal of claim 19 wherein the characterizing 
signal is one of a DTMF tone and a PWM stream. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The terminal of claim 19 wherein the peripheral 
device is a headset having a microphone and a microphone line, the 
characterizing signal being forwarded on the microphone line. 

27. (ORIGINAL) The terminal of claim 1 9 wherein the circuitry is 
configured to automatically read the characterizing signal from a 
peripheral device upon coupling the peripheral device to the terminal. 
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28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The terminal of claim 1 9 wherein 
the characterizing signal is associated with at least one of a particular use, 
a particular user, a particular user group, and a particular location. 



29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A peripheral device for use with a 
terminal having bi-directional voice capabilities , wherein the voice 
capabilities include a user dependent speech recognition functionality for 
converting user speech to a digital format and a text-to-speech 
functionality for converting data in a digital format into audio signals to be 
played to a user, the peripheral comprising: 

circuitry and at least one line for directing audio signals to the 
terminal; 

the circuitry configured for having ID information regarding a 
specific user, the circuitry further configured to forward a characterizing 
signal that is reflective of the ID information for a particular user on the at 
least one line to the terminal; 

the characterizing signal being associated with one or more user- 
specific operational parameters of the terminal that include at least one of 
voice templates for speech recognition and text-to-speech preferences for 
the user rof l oct i vo of a uso or usor assoc i atod w i th tho por i phora l dov i co 
for configuring the bi-directional voice capabilities of the terminal. 



30. (CANCELLED) 
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31. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
characterizing signal is an audio signal. 

32. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
characterizing signal is one of a DTMF tone and a PWM stream. 

33. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
peripheral device is a headset having a microphone and a microphone 
line, the characterizing signal being forwarded on the microphone line. 

34. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
peripheral device includes a tone generator for generating audio tones to 
form the characterizing signal. 

35. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
peripheral device is operable to automatically forward the characterizing 
signal to the terminal when it is coupled to the terminal. 

36. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the 
peripheral device has an input, the peripheral device forwarding the 
characterizing signal to the terminal when the input is engaged. 
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37. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the circuitry 
is powered by the terminal. 

38. (ORIGINAL) The peripheral device of claim 29 wherein the circuitry 
is powered by a battery source in the peripheral device. 

39. (CURRENLTY AMENDED) The peripheral device of claim 29 
wherein the characterizing signal is reflective of at least one of a particular 
user group or a particular location ro l atod to tho uso or usor . 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for interfacing between 
a peripheral device and a terminal having bi-directional voice capabilities 
including a user dependent speech recognition functionality for converting 
user speech to a digital format and a text-to-speech functionality for 
converting data in a digital format into audio signals to be played to a user, 
the method comprising: 

with a peripheral device having at least one line for directing audio 
signals to the terminal, forwarding a characterizing signal for a particular 
user to the terminal on the at least one line; 

associating the characterizing signal with one or more user-specific 
an operational parameters of the terminal; 

configuring the bi-directional voice capabilities of the terminal using 
the one or more user-specific accord i ng to th e operational paramete rs that 
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are associated with the characterizing signal that i s forwarded by the 
p e r i ph e ra l d e v i c e ; 

the user-specific operational parameters including at least one of 
voice templates for speech recognition and text-to-speech preferences for 
the user . 

41. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 40 wherein 
the characterizing signal is associated with at least one of a particular use, 
a particular user, a particular user group and a particular location. 

42. (CANCELLED) 

43. (CANCELLED) 

44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 40 wherein 
the characterizing signal is reflective of aft a user ID of the peripheral 
device. 

45. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 wherein the characterizing 
signal is an audio signal. 
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46. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 wherein the terminal includes 
frequency analysis circuitry operable for processing the characterizing 
signal. 

47. (CANCELLED) 

48. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 wherein the characterizing 
signal is one of a DTMF tone and a PWM stream. 

49. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 wherein the peripheral device 
is a headset having a microphone and a microphone line and further 
comprising forwarding the characterizing signal on the microphone line. 

50. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 further comprising generating 
audio tones with a tone generator to form the characterizing signal. 

51 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 further comprising 
automatically forwarding the characterizing signal to the terminal when the 
peripheral it is coupled to the terminal. 

52. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 40 wherein the peripheral device 
has an input, the method further comprising forwarding the characterizing 
signal to the terminal when the input is engaged. 
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53. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 42 wherein operational 
parameters for the terminal are stored in memory, further comprising 
accessing the memory using the characterizing signal. 

54. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 42 wherein the operational 
parameters are in a menu, further comprising accessing the menu based 
upon the characterizing parameter. 

55-62. (CANCELLED) 

63. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal for communicating 
with a computer, comprising: 

circuitry for providing a bi-directional voice capability in the terminal 
including a user dependent speech recognition functionality for converting 
user speech to a digital format and a text-to-speech functionality for 
converting data in a digital format into audio signals to be played to a user ; 

circuitry for controlling the operation of the terminal, the circuitry 
configured to read a characterizing parameter from a peripheral device 
coupled to the terminal , the characterizing parameter being associated 
with a particular user and also being associated with one or more voice- 
related operational parameters of the terminal ; 
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the circuitry further configured to associate [[a]] the one or more 
voice-related operational parameters with the characterizing parameter of 
the peripheral device and then to make the terminal operate according to 
the one or more voice-related operational parameters associated with the 
characterizing parameter of the peripheral device; 

the voice-related operational parameters including at least one of 
voice templates for speech recognition and text-to-speech preferences for 
the user . 

64. (WITHDRAWN) The terminal of claim 63 wherein said circuitry 
includes an RFID reader for reading a characterizing parameter in the 
form of an RFID signal. 

65. (WITHDRAWN) The terminal of claim 63 wherein said circuitry 
is configured for receiving a bar code from a bar code reader peripheral 
device the bar code providing said characterizing parameter. 

66. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The terminal of claim 63 wherein 
the characterizing parameter is associated with at least one of a particular 
use, a particular user, a particular user group and a particular location. 
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